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Mairead McGuinness
Commissioner for Financial Services, 
Financial Stability and Capital Markets Union

Dear Resident,

Ireland’s membership of the European 
Union has had a huge impact on our lives: 
from the use of a common currency to 
protecting our environment, from increased 
economic growth to tackling gender 
inequality, and from giving the country 
a stronger voice on the global stage to 
promoting social inclusion. 

Communities, businesses, farmers, schools, 
universities and cultural organisations are 
just some of those who have benefitted 
from EU support across Ireland. 

While we should never lose sight of the 
broader benefits of EU membership in 
terms of peace, prosperity and political 
stability, this report zooms in at a county 
level to illustrate just a few of the stories 
of how the EU has worked with partners to 
deliver positive results on the ground.

In many ways, these stories capture the 
essence of what EU membership means 
to people at a local level across the length 
and breadth of Ireland.

Yours faithfully 

Mairead McGuinness

Commissioner for Financial Services, 
Financial Stability and Capital Markets 
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Environment

Cape Clear Island cleans up

Fishing for litter

Sustainable farming in the 
MacGillycuddy Reeks
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Sustainable farming in the 
MacGillycuddy Reeks
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A voluntary agri-environmental 
project is open to all farmers 
living within the MacGillycuddy 
Reeks area. This project aims to 
improve the sustainability and 
support the economic viability 
of farming in the MacGillycuddy 
Reeks, which is designated by 
the EU as a Special Area of 
Conservation.

More 1:

More 2:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TpP05SANtlU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TpP05SANtlU
https://www.macgillycuddyreekskerry.com/
https://www.southkerry.ie/reekseip/


Cape Clear Island cleans up
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Islands off the coast of Ireland 
are set to become more self-
sufficient, prosperous and 
sustainable, thanks to a clean 
energy initiative. The Aran 
Islands and Cape Clear are 
amongst 26 islands across 
Europe taking part in an 
ambitious project to transition to 
clean energy sources.

More:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0J8dL2Rf9cQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0J8dL2Rf9cQ
https://ireland.representation.ec.europa.eu/projects/aran-islands-and-cape-clear-transition-clean-energy-european-commission-ireland_en


Fishing for litter
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Fishermen in Castletownbere 
and Dingle are making a 
significant difference to sea 
pollution by landing an unusual 
catch. By participating in the 
Fishing for Litter project, a Clean 
Ocean Initiative supported by 
the EU, all trawlers in Ireland’s 
main ports are encouraged to 
help clean our seas.

More:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_BbjsAQsXI8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_BbjsAQsXI8
https://bim.ie/fisheries/sustainability-and-certification/fishing-for-litter/#_


Agriculture & Rural 
Development

Support for Kerry Farmers

Forging a success in Churchill

The Pearl Mussel Project

Sustainable farming on the 
Aran Islands
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Support for Kerry Farmers
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Irish Agriculture received 
EU support worth over €1.7 
billion in 2020.  In Kerry, basic 
payments to farmers alone 
amounted to over €67.7 million 
in 2019, with an average 
payment of €8,937 per 
recipient.

More 1:

More 2:

https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/key-policies/common-agricultural-policy/income-support/basic-payment_en
https://www.teagasc.ie/publications/2020/cap-provides-important-funds-for-irish-farms.php


Forging a success 
in Churchill
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The Forge Project in Churchill 
won one of the three awards in 
the ‘Celebrating the impact of 
Leader on Rural Communities’ 
search for Ireland’s most 
popular rural development 
project. The Spa Fenit 
Community Council acquired 
a derelict forge and used EU 
Leader funding to restore the 
building as a tourist attraction.

More:

https://www.irishexaminer.com/farming/arid-40090229.html


The Pearl Mussel Project
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With EU support, a project 
based in Kenmare is 
spearheading the protection 
of the endangered fresh water 
pearl mussel.  

More 1:

More 2:

https://www.pearlmusselproject.ie/
https://uploads.knightlab.com/storymapjs/cbaeda2af2bbfca269148e3cab1d01f3/eip-agri-operational-groups-ireland-mf/index.html


Sustainable farming on the 
Aran Islands
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The biodiversity of the Aran 
Island was under threat as 
many farmers have been forced 
to abandon or reduce their 
farming activity, resulting in a 
serious decline in the condition 
of the valuable habitat types. 
An award winning EU-funded 
project has reversed this and 
is saving the islands’ unique 
habitats. 

More:

https://www.nationalruralnetwork.ie/eip-agri-news/european-natura-award/


Research and Innovation

New Research and 
Development Hub in Kilorglin 

Putting Irish companies at the 
forefront of the AgriTech industry

Listowel cheese maker 
enriches Selenium project
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Listowel cheese maker enriches 
Selenium project
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Micronutrients are essential 
for maintaining a good human 
health, and although they are 
needed in only trace amounts, 
deficiencies reportedly affect 3 
billion people worldwide. One of 
such micronutrients is selenium. 
An organic cheese maker 
company based in Listowel is 
helping EU researchers enrich 
diary products to help solve this 
problem.  

More 1:

More 2:

https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101007630
https://beal.ie/


New Research and 
Development Hub in Kilorglin 
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Irish-international fintech 
company, Fexco opened a new 
building in Killorglin, which 
houses its own Research 
Development and Innovation 
Centre. Part of the building was 
donated by Fexco to become the 
Hub. The Hub is a collaborative 
project between Fexco, Institute 
of Technology Tralee and Kerry 
County Council with EU support.

More:

https://www.enterprise-ireland.com/en/News/PressReleases/2020-Press-Releases/Fexco-opens-%E2%82%AC21m-Research-and-Development-Facility.html


Putting Irish companies at the 
forefront of the AgriTech industry
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The AgriTech Centre of 
Excellence is an initiative that 
has gained traction recently to 
address some of the challenges 
faced by Ireland’s AgriTech 
Sector. With EU support, the 
centre offers a new and exciting 
approach to learning and 
development, through e-learning 
and virtual reality.

More:

http://www.thea.ie/stem19/it-tralee-ace/


EU ‘Live’ Project

The Kerry Way App

Tourism
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Hidden gem wins Destination 
of Excellence Award
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An EU-funded 3-year natural 
heritage tourism programme 
involving the creation of an eco-
museum (outdoor museum) will 
greatly complement the cultural 
heritage in Kerry by using 
natural heritage as a tourism 
asset.

More:

https://www.kerrycoco.ie/tourism/tourism-projects/


The Kerry way App
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Kerry draws on its proud 
storytelling tradition to make 
the most of its rich heritage 
through smart tourism. The EU-
funded Kerry Way App can be 
downloaded for free and covers 
7 stages of the Kerry Way 
walking route. It has a range of 
Points of Interest identified with 
photographs and information 
for the walker, as well as short 
stories from individuals living 
along the route.

More:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jYffaDR5jcg&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jYffaDR5jcg&t=2s
https://ireland.representation.ec.europa.eu/projects/eu-funding-supports-innovative-kerry-way-app-ireland-european-commission_en


Education

Conquering bias in the 
workplace

Stories on Healthcare
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Conquering bias in the 
workplace
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Tralee Institute of Technology is 
involved in a European project 
that is helping local SME’s to 
find new talent.

More 1:

More 2:

https://cubatwork.erasmus.site/
https://www.ittralee.ie/en/InformationAbout/Research/EUCommissionProjects/EUCommissionProjects/


Stories on Healthcare
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A European project that aims to 
humanise healthcare education 
through storytelling is currently 
underway at Tralee Institute of 
Technology.

More 1:

More 2:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mbrPD6TynFU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mbrPD6TynFU
https://storyaid.eu/
https://www.ittralee.ie/en/InformationAbout/Research/EUCommissionProjects/#collapseListGroup36
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THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION
REPRESENTATION IN IRELAND

Europe House, 12-14 Mount Street
Lower, Grand Canal Dock,

Dublin D02 W710
Tel: +353 1 6341111

Website:
www.euireland.ie

Twitter - @eurireland

Instagram - euireland

Facebook – EUIreland

EU funds, Irish Government website

EU funding opportunities

EU Funding and Tenders Portal

http://www.euireland.ie 
https://twitter.com/eurireland?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.instagram.com/euireland/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/EUIreland/
http://www.eufunds.ie/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://europa.eu/european-union/contact_en
https://ireland.representation.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://www.wheel.ie/advice-guidance/eu-hub

