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Your County

Mairead McGuinness

Commissioner for Financial Services,
Financial Stability and Capital Markets Union

Dear Resident,

Ireland’s membership of the European
Union has had a huge impact on our lives:
from the use of a common currency to
protecting our environment, from increased
economic growth to tackling gender
inequality, and from giving the country

a stronger voice on the global stage to
promoting social inclusion.

Communities, businesses, farmers, schools,
universities and cultural organisations are
just some of those who have benefitted
from EU support across Ireland.

While we should never lose sight of the
broader benefits of EU membership in
terms of peace, prosperity and political
stability, this report zooms in at a county
level to illustrate just a few of the stories
of how the EU has worked with partners to
deliver positive results on the ground.
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In many ways, these stories capture the
essence of what EU membership means
to people at a local level across the length
and breadth of Ireland.

Yours faithfully

\A\
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Mairead McGuinness

Y

Commissioner for Financial Services,
Financial Stability and Capital Markets
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CARLOW click to Download
DUBLIN click to Download
KILDARE click to Download
KILKENNY click to Download
LAOIS click to Download
LONGFORD click to Download
LOUTH click to Download
MEATH click to Download
OFFALY click to Download

WESTMEATH click to bownload
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Protecting our water

The local farming community

assisted Wexford County Council
in a European project to protect
drinking water resources. The
project developed new solutions
to water pollution from intensive
agriculture.



https://water-protect.eu/en/7-action-labs-waterprotect
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/727450

WHAT IS EUROPE DOING FOR...

Wexford

Fighting and adapting to
Climate Change

The Environmental Protection
Agency in Johnstown is assisting
in strengthening international
research on climate change with
European partners.

More 1:

More 2:
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wH1RsJsgViY
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/776609
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/documents/downloadPublic?documentIds=080166e5ba5709a5&appId=PPGMS
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wH1RsJsgViY
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Pooling Resources

——

Many of the world’s ecosystems
have undergone significant
degradation and their
restoration and conservation are
essential. The Environmental
Protection Agency in Johnstown
is supporting coordinated
international research to combat
this.

More:
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https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101003777
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Support for Wexford
Farmers

Irish Agriculture received

EU support worth over €1.7
billion in 2020. In Wexford,
basic payments to farmers
alone amounted to over
€58.6 million in 2019, with an
average payment of €14,015
per recipient, which is the firth
largest in the country.

More:
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https://www.teagasc.ie/publications/2020/cap-provides-important-funds-for-irish-farms.php
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Preserving the Blackstairs
sheep farmers

The Blackstairs Mountains are
designated as a Special Area
of Conservation because of
the presence of European dry
heaths and Northern Atlantic
wet heaths. Regarded as semi-
natural, they require farming at
a sustainable level to protect
and preserve them.

More:
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https://www.teagasc.ie/news--events/daily/sheep/blackstairs-farming-futures-bff.php
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Leader Funding in Wexford

€1.58 million Leader grants
were distributed to businesses
in County Wexford under the
LEADER Programme 2014-
2020, co-founded by the EU.

More:
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https://www.wld.ie/2021/01/23/a-total-of-e1-58m-leader-grants-have-been-distributed-to-26-businesses-in-county-wexford/
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Maximising organic
production

A project in Wexford is looking
at maximising horticultural
production and improving
short supply chains for Ireland
supported by the European
Agricultural Fund for Rural
Development.

More:
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https://uploads.knightlab.com/storymapjs/cbaeda2af2bbfca269148e3cab1d01f3/eip-agri-operational-groups-ireland-mf/index.html
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Duncannon Blue Flag Farming
and Communities Scheme

This project aims to recover the
Blue Flag status of Duncannon
Beach by improving the
bacterial quality of two streams
that flow onto the beach
supported by the European
Agricultural Fund for Rural
Development.

More:
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https://uploads.knightlab.com/storymapjs/cbaeda2af2bbfca269148e3cab1d01f3/eip-agri-operational-groups-ireland-mf/index.html
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Recycling on Farms

Farmers are heavily reliant
on fertilisers, but some areas
of Europe have excesses of
nutrients that could be supplied
to their European neighbours.
The Wexford Campus of Carlow
Institute of Technology is
investigating this as partner

of the EU funded ReNu2Farm
project.

More 1:

More 2:
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https://www.nweurope.eu/projects/project-search/renu2farm-nutrient-recycling-from-pilot-production-to-farms-and-fields/
https://www.nweurope.eu/projects/project-search/renu2farm-nutrient-recycling-from-pilot-production-to-farms-and-fields/events/renu2farm-seminar-in-the-learning-network-of-bsc-and-bsc-hons-sustainable-farm-management-and-agribusiness-in-the-wexford-campus-of-the-institute-of-technology-carlow/

WHAT IS EUROPE DOING FOR...

Wexford

Making the most of our land

With a consortium of 22
partner institutes, the Teagasc
research centre at Johnstown
Castle is participating in a
project on the sustainable
management of soil,

backed by the Horizon 2020
programme.

More:
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https://vimeo.com/landmark2020
https://vimeo.com/landmark2020
http://landmark2020.eu/#
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WeXxford Science Fest

WexSci, Wexford Science
Festival is one of a series of
regional science festivals run in
conjunction with the national
Science Week campaign
managed by Science Foundation
Ireland with EU support. Itis a
fun filled week of science for all
communities.

More:



https://www.sfi.ie/events/festivals/wexsci-wexford-science-fe/index.xml
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Rosslare Europort Gateway to
Europe

Around 83% of our roll-on/
roll-off freight currently leaves
Ireland via Dublin and the vision
now is to make Rosslare a far
quicker alternative. A major
investment in the Rosslare
Europort, including a motorway
and a series of new routes to
Europe, will ensure Ireland is
not cut adrift from the EU. This
project has been co-founded by
the EU.

More 1:

More 2:
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https://www.rosslareeuroport.ie/en-ie/master-plan
https://www.irishmirror.ie/news/irish-news/inside-brexit-bypass-rosslare-europort-23089074
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National Broadband

The announcement by the
European Investment Bank to
support the National Broadband
Plan was welcomed by Wexford
Chamber of Commerce.

More:
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https://www.countywexfordchamber.ie/wexford-chamber-welcomes-eib-e500m-investment-in-national-broadband-plan/
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Celtic Routes

Tourism businesses in Wexford
benefited from a recent initiative
that aimed to encourage visitors
to explore new areas of Wexford
and South-East Ireland en route
to their final tourist destination.

More:



https://irelandwales.eu/projects/celtic-routes
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Cornmarket Project

The European Fund for the

Most Deprived is helping the
Cornmarket Project in Wexford to
create lasting positive change by
dealing with substance misuse,
criminality and social exclusion.

More:
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https://www.wld.ie/the-cornmarket-project/
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The University of
the South-End

A local Family Resource Centre
is bringing third level Community
Development education directly
into a disadvantaged area in
Wexford town, providing on the
job training opportunities for
students. This project has been
co-funded by the European
Social Fund.

More 1:

More 2:
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https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1586976328099103
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1586976328099103
http://www.southendfrc.ie/
https://www.wld.ie/social-inclusion-community-activation-programme-sicap/
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THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION
REPRESENTATION IN IRELAND

Europe House, 12-14 Mount Street
Lower, Grand Canal Dock,
Dublin DO2 W710
Tel: +353 1 6341111

o Twitter - @eurireland

Instagram - euireland

0 Facebook - EUireland
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http://www.euireland.ie 
https://twitter.com/eurireland?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.instagram.com/euireland/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/EUIreland/
http://www.eufunds.ie/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://europa.eu/european-union/contact_en
https://ireland.representation.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://www.wheel.ie/advice-guidance/eu-hub

