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Mairead McGuinness
Commissioner for Financial Services, 
Financial Stability and Capital Markets Union

Dear Resident,

Ireland’s membership of the European 
Union has had a huge impact on our lives: 
from the use of a common currency to 
protecting our environment, from increased 
economic growth to tackling gender 
inequality, and from giving the country 
a stronger voice on the global stage to 
promoting social inclusion. 

Communities, businesses, farmers, schools, 
universities and cultural organisations are 
just some of those who have benefitted 
from EU support across Ireland. 

While we should never lose sight of the 
broader benefits of EU membership in 
terms of peace, prosperity and political 
stability, this report zooms in at a county 
level to illustrate just a few of the stories 
of how the EU has worked with partners to 
deliver positive results on the ground.

In many ways, these stories capture the 
essence of what EU membership means 
to people at a local level across the length 
and breadth of Ireland.

Yours faithfully 

Mairead McGuinness

Commissioner for Financial Services, 
Financial Stability and Capital Markets 
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Back from the Brink
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Corncrakes were once 
numerous across Ireland 
but are now confined to 
Donegal and West Connaught. 
Strongholds include Inishboffin, 
Tory and the mullet Peninsula. 

Birdwatch Ireland is involved 
in Corncrake conservation 
measures including habitat 
management on Tory Island.

More 1:

More 2:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MLfw98TW-iw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MLfw98TW-iw
https://ireland.representation.ec.europa.eu/projects/eulife-programme-ensures-future-endangered-corkcrake-ireland-european-commission-ireland_en
https://birdwatchireland.ie/our-work/species-habitat-conservation/countryside-wetlands/corncrake-conservation/


Fishing for Litter
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Fishermen in Killibegs are 
making a significant difference 
to sea pollution by landing an 
unusual catch. By participating 
in the EU funded Fishing for 
Litter project, a Clean Ocean 
Initiative, all trawlers in Ireland’s 
main ports are encouraged to 
help clean our seas. 

More:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_BbjsAQsXI8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_BbjsAQsXI8
https://bim.ie/fisheries/sustainability-and-certification/fishing-for-litter/#_
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Support for Donegal 
Farmers
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Irish Agriculture received EU 
support worth over €1.7 billion 
in 2020.  In Donegal, basic 
payments to farmers alone 
amounted to over €57.5 million 
in 2019, with an average 
payment of €7k per recipient.

More 1:

More 2:

https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/key-policies/common-agricultural-policy/income-support/basic-payment_en
https://www.teagasc.ie/publications/2020/cap-provides-important-funds-for-irish-farms.php


Inishowen Upland Farmers
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Innovative measures to 
introduce biodiversity into 
farming practices in the 
Inishowen Uplands are 
underway, helping local farmers 
improve economic sustainable 
methods of farming.

More:

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/find-connect/projects/inishowen-upland-farmers-project


Bringing rare cattle breeds 
back from the brink
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The Moiled, a  rare breed of 
Irish cattle, is being saved by 
Donegal farmer, thanks to the 
EU GLAS scheme.

More 1:

More 2:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TzcfxCwoVwc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TzcfxCwoVwc
https://www.nationalruralnetwork.ie/biodiversity-case-studies/irelands-rare-breeds/
https://www.irishmoiledcattlesociety.com/


Donegal Airport brings 
more than passengers
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Generating vibrant, competitive 
and sustainable communities in 
rural locations is challenging but 
an EU programme is offering 
unique solutions including 
developing competitive remote 
airports that will enable 
entrepreneurship and creative 
growth initiatives to thrive.

More 1:

More 2:

https://www.nwra.ie/collaboration/northern-periphery-and-arctic-programme/
http://spara2020.eu/index.php/about-the-project/


Research and Innovation

Digital Donegal

Becoming Leaders in Marine 
Renewable Energy
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Becoming Leaders in Marine 
Renewable Energy

WHAT IS EUROPE DOING FOR...

Donegal

CoLab at the Letterkenny 
Institute of Technology is a 
partner in the Bryden Centre, a 
cross-border, renewable energy 
research centre funded by the 
EU. The Centre covers Northern 
Ireland, Western Scotland and 
the Irish border regions where 
renewable energy represents a 
major opportunity.

More:

https://www.brydencentre.com/


Digital Donegal
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Donegal County Council is 
participating in a number of 
digital technology projects 
with other regions in Europe. 
These include initiatives to 
enhance rural and urban digital 
innovation and support the 
food sector through enhancing 
technology.  

More:

https://www.donegalcoco.ie/yourcouncil/communicationsoffice/pressreleases/ernact%20secures%204million/


A lifelong learning experience 
on Ireland’s Wild Atlantic Way

Letterkenny Institute of 
Technology and Erasmus+

Woodlands National School 
exchanges good practice
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A lifelong learning experience 
on Ireland’s Wild Atlantic Way
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Outdoor learning on Gola Island 
uses the natural resources of 
Donegal’s rugged coastline, to 
inspire learning in a cultural 
environment. Courses are on 
Irish culture, food, music, art and 
dance.

More 1:

More 2:

https://www.golaisland.com/erasmus/
https://www.schooleducationgateway.eu/sk/pub/teacher_academy/catalogue/detail.cfm?id=113959


Woodlands National School 
exchanges good practice
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Teachers from Woodlands 
National School in Letterkenny 
have recently been exchanging 
ideas with teachers from 
European schools, through an 
Erasmus+ exchange project. 
A visit to Letterkenny in 2019 
gave the school the opportunity 
to showcase Donegal culture to 
their European colleagues.   

More:

https://www.donegaldaily.com/2018/10/03/woodlands-ns-are-going-global-with-erasmus/


Letterkenny Institute of 
Technology and Erasmus+
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Letterkenny Institute of 
Technology has over 50 
agreements with institutions all 
over Europe, giving students a 
massive opportunity to study in 
a different country.

More:

http://www.findglocal.com/IE/Lettermacaward/688636487822260/LYIT---Erasmus-Programme


Specific Skills Training

WHAT IS EUROPE DOING FOR...

Donegal

Hobby blacksmith, Laura 
Mulkeen needed to change her 
career in event management 
when she moved back to 
Donegal. With the assistance of 
her local Educational Training 
Board, Laura was able to turn 
her hobby into her new career as 
a welder. 

More:

https://eufunds.ie/portfolio/donegal-etb-lauras-story/


Cross-Border

Learning diversity at a young 
age

Cross Border Health Initiative
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Learning diversity at a 
young age
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A cross-border, cross community 
project is teaching children 
and young people, ranging in 
age from 16 – 24 years, to 
form positive and effective 
relationships with others from 
different cultural backgrounds.

More 1:

More 2:

https://www.donegalyouthservice.ie/youthscape-programme-launched-to-build-social-cohesiveness/
https://www.donegalyouthservice.ie/dys-projects/youthscape/


Cross-Border Health Initiative
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A cross-border health project 
was launched in Ireland, with 
two towns in Donegal as the 
first participants. The EU backed 
programme is designed to 
help patients taking multiple 
medicines and to boost the 
effectiveness of those medicines.

More 1:

More 2:

https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/newsroom/news/2020/11/20-11-2020-cross-border-project-in-ireland-to-optimise-medicine-use
https://www.isimpathy.eu/


00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11 • europedirect.europa.eu

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION
REPRESENTATION IN IRELAND

Europe House, 12-14 Mount Street
Lower, Grand Canal Dock,

Dublin D02 W710
Tel: +353 1 6341111

Website:
www.euireland.ie

Twitter - @eurireland

Instagram - euireland

Facebook – EUIreland

EU funds, Irish Government website

EU funding opportunities

EU Funding and Tenders Portal

https://www.wheel.ie/advice-guidance/eu-hub
http://www.euireland.ie 
https://twitter.com/eurireland?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.instagram.com/euireland/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/EUIreland/
https://www.wheel.ie/advice-guidance/eu-hub
http://www.eufunds.ie/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://europa.eu/european-union/contact_en
https://ireland.representation.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://www.wheel.ie/advice-guidance/eu-hub

