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Mairead McGuinness
Commissioner for Financial Services, 
Financial Stability and Capital Markets Union

Dear Resident,

Ireland’s membership of the European 
Union has had a huge impact on our lives: 
from the use of a common currency to 
protecting our environment, from increased 
economic growth to tackling gender 
inequality, and from giving the country 
a stronger voice on the global stage to 
promoting social inclusion. 

Communities, businesses, farmers, schools, 
universities and cultural organisations are 
just some of those who have benefitted 
from EU support across Ireland. 

While we should never lose sight of the 
broader benefits of EU membership in 
terms of peace, prosperity and political 
stability, this report zooms in at a county 
level to illustrate just a few of the stories 
of how the EU has worked with partners to 
deliver positive results on the ground.

In many ways, these stories capture the 
essence of what EU membership means 
to people at a local level across the length 
and breadth of Ireland.

Yours faithfully 

Mairead McGuinness

Commissioner for Financial Services, 
Financial Stability and Capital Markets 
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Health & Greenspace 
in the City
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As a response to the various 
health risks related to 
rapid urbanisation and the 
densification of cities, Limerick 
City and County Council is 
participating in a number 
of EU projects including the 
Health&Greenspace URBACT 
project, which promotes health-
responsive planning and the 
management of urban green 
infrastructure.

More 1:

More 2:

https://www.limerick.ie/council/services/business-and-economy/eu-programmes/healthgreenspace
https://urbact.eu/limerick


European Green Leaf Award 
for Limerick

WHAT IS EUROPE DOING FOR...

Limerick

Limerick won the European 
Green Leaf Award 2020 for its 
continual involvement in several 
influential green projects, such 
as the Smarter Travel City and 
for recently becoming Ireland’s 
first Lighthouse Positive Energy 
City.

More 1:

More 2:

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/europeangreencapital/wp-content/uploads/2020/Limerick_Green_Leaf_Booklet_EN_WEB.pdf
https://www.limerick.ie/european-green-leaf-city
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Support for Limerick 
Farmers
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Irish Agriculture received 
EU support worth over €1.7 
billion in 2020.  In Limerick, 
basic payments to farmers 
alone amounted to almost 
€50 million in 2019, with an 
average payment of almost 
€10k per recipient.

More 1:

More 2:

https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/key-policies/common-agricultural-policy/income-support/basic-payment_en
https://www.teagasc.ie/publications/2020/cap-provides-important-funds-for-irish-farms.php


A Place for All in 
Castleconnell
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An EU Leader-funded project, 
Shannon House Community 
Centre in Castleconnell is an 
inspiring example of taking 
a disused, poor condition 
building in the heart of the 
village and creating “A Place 
for All” - the ethos of the local, 
voluntary ACM Community 
Group. Finishing touches are 
still underway for a full-scale 
opening in 2021.

More 1:

More 2:

https://www.ballyhouradevelopment.com/news/new-life-in-historic-castleconnell-building
http://www.castleconnell.ie/


Historic Graves in East 
Limerick
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The Historic Graves training is 
moving to East Limerick and 
will begin in early 2021 with 
graveside surveying and story 
collection.

This project, supported by the 
EU, provides up-skilling and 
training for members of local 
community groups interested 
in recording their historic 
graveyards and the stories 
associated with them. 

More 1:

More 2:

https://www.ballyhouradevelopment.com/news/historic-graves-on-its-way-to-east-limerick
https://www.ballyhouradevelopment.com/Blog/community-heritage-training-story-collecting


Saving the Hen Harrier
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Limerick boasts two Special 
Protected Areas that are now 
havens for the Hen Harrier. 
The Slievefelim to Silvermines 
Mountains is an extensive upland 
site located in Counties Tipperary 
and Limerick. The Stack’s to 
Mullaghareirk Mountains, West 
Limerick Hills and Mount Eagle 
Special Protected Area is another 
very large site centred on the 
borders between the counties of 
Cork, Kerry and Limerick. 

More 1:

More 2:

http://www.henharrierproject.ie/programme.html
http://www.henharrierproject.ie/about.html


Research and Innovation

Shannon Applied 
Biotechnology Centre

The route to a safer transport 
system

Green Packaging
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Shannon Applied Biotechnology 
Centre
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As part of efforts for Ireland to 
achieve its emissions reduction 
targets for 2030, a new 
partnership is set to accelerate 
research into the country’s 
emerging bioeconomy.

The partnership includes the 
Shannon Applied Biotechnology 
Centre (ABC) based at the 
Limerick Institute of Technology.  

More 1:

More 2:

More 3:

https://www.siliconrepublic.com/innovation/sfi-biorbic-shannon-abc-bioeconomy
https://www.shannonabc.ie/bioeconomy/
https://www.shannonabc.ie/bioeconomy/bioeconomy-research-group/


The route to a safer 
transport system
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Human error is estimated to 
play a role in 94 % of accidents, 
making failures or mistakes by 
drivers a major public safety 
concern. Intelligent systems that 
can monitor the driver’s state 
and behaviour show promise 
in contributing to safety. With 
EU support, the University of 
Limerick is part of a team that 
aims to contribute to reducing 
accidents.

More:

https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/690772


Green Packaging
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The University of Limerick is 
looking at converting pulp from 
willow into safe food quality 
packaging material to replace 
fossil derived plastics. With EU 
funding, selected varieties of 
willow are being planted.  

More 1:

More 2:

https://www.nweurope.eu/projects/project-search/biowill/
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/news/biowill-integrated-zero-waste-biorefinery


European Investment Bank 
backs rejuvenation of Limerick

Limerick planning to Go Green

Lighthouse Smart City 

Urban Development
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European Investment Bank 
backs rejuvenation of Limerick
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In November 2020, the 
European Investment Bank 
committed to €85 million in 
lending to Limerick City and 
County Council to be spent on 
transforming the Opera Site in 
the city centre into one of the 
country’s top urban commercial/
office developments, with the 
capacity for 3,000 jobs.

More:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ibGUUNEHuHU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ibGUUNEHuHU
https://limerick2030.ie/european-investment-bank-backs-rejuvenation-of-limerick-and-confirms-new-irish-urban-investment-plans/


Limerick planning to 
Go Green
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Imagine living in a city where 
nature flourishes and your 
health is improved. With EU 
support, the University of 
Limerick is leading a project to 
transform environmental and 
human health.

More 1:

More 2:

More 3:

https://www.ul.ie/research/news-centre/news/go-green-ul-leads-%E2%82%AC105-eu-project-transform-environmental-and-human-health
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/869764
https://pess.blog/2020/03/10/go-green-nature-taking-a-walk-on-the-green-side-of-research-cassandra-murphy-ellen-moran-tadhg-macintyre/


Lighthouse Smart City 
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Limerick is the only city in 
Ireland to receive the prestigious 
award of becoming a Lighthouse 
Smart City and received a 
substantial grant for a project 
worth €6.5million to the city. 
The +CityxChange (positive city 
exchange) is a smart city project 
submitted by a consortium of 
32 partners including Limerick 
City and County Council from 11 
countries.

More 1:

More 2:

More 3:

https://cityxchange.eu/
https://irishtechnews.ie/limerick-secures-e6-5m-in-eu-funding-to-become-a-smart-positive-energy-city/
https://www.limerick.ie/council/services/business-and-economy/eu-programmes


Social Support

Making friends in West 
Limerick

Lifelong Learning Festival

European Award for Limerick 
Schools
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Making friends in West 
Limerick
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The Cairde Project (Cairde 
meaning ‘friends’) focused 
on supporting people with 
disabilities in the West Limerick 
area. With EU support, West 
Limerick Resources worked with 
the residents of Rathfredagh 
Cheshire Home in Newcastle 
West by addressing barriers 
that this group encounters and 
that contribute to their social 
exclusion.

More:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OQaNmVBaivs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OQaNmVBaivs
http://www.wlr.ie/social-inclusion-community-activiation-programme/


Lifelong Learning Festival
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A number of EU supported 
agencies have come together 
in Limerick to stimulate life long 
learning by organising an annual 
festival. Limerick’s annual Lifelong 
Learning Festival went online in 
2020. Themed ‘Celebrating and 
Building Learning Communities’, 
the virtual festival marked a 
celebration of lifelong learning 
promoted learning in Limerick 
through a wide variety of creative, 
enjoyable and informative.

More 1:

More 2:

More 3:

https://www.limerick.ie/lovelearning/about
http://learninglimerick.ie/about
https://www.facebook.com/limericklifelonglearningfestival/


European Award for Limerick 
Schools
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Eight schools in Limerick took 
part in an award-winning 
language learning initiative at 
Mary Immaculate College 
(MIC), which supports children 
of migrant families in Limerick.

More:

https://www.mic.ul.ie/news/2020/teal-project-european-language-award
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