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Mairead McGuinness

Commissioner for Financial Services,
Financial Stability and Capital Markets Union

Dear Resident,

Ireland’s membership of the European
Union has had a huge impact on our lives:
from the use of a common currency to
protecting our environment, from increased
economic growth to tackling gender
inequality, and from giving the country

a stronger voice on the global stage to
promoting social inclusion.

Communities, businesses, farmers, schools,
universities and cultural organisations are
just some of those who have benefitted
from EU support across Ireland.

While we should never lose sight of the
broader benefits of EU membership in
terms of peace, prosperity and political
stability, this report zooms in at a county
level to illustrate just a few of the stories
of how the EU has worked with partners to
deliver positive results on the ground.
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In many ways, these stories capture the
essence of what EU membership means
to people at a local level across the length
and breadth of Ireland.

Yours faithfully

K,f"l\kcf = J\%)

Mairead McGuinness

Commissioner for Financial Services,
Financial Stability and Capital Markets
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CARLOW click to Download
DUBLIN click to Download
KILDARE click to Download
KILKENNY click to Download
LAOIS click to Download
LOUTH click to Download
MEATH click to Download

OFFALY click to Download
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WESTMEATH click to bownload
. WEXFORD click to bownload
. WICKLOW click to Download
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A climate change solution

beneath our feet

Ireland’s raised bogs are among
Europe’s oldest near-natural
ecosystems, dating back over
10,000 years. Protected under
the EU Habitats Directive, they
are home to many rare and
endangered flora and fauna,
and they are Ireland’s greatest
carbon stores. Ardagullion is one
of the finest bogs in Longford.

More:
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http://raisedbogs.ie/about-ardagullion-bog/

WHAT IS EUROPE DOING FOR...

Longford

Warmer Homes for
the Elderly
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Longford Warmer Homes

CLG. is a community-based
organisation, which aims to
improve the housing conditions
for the low-income elderly and
other marginalised groups in

County Longford. Originally
funded through a Leader
programme, the project now
offers a range of supports.

More:


https://www.facebook.com/LongfordWarmerHomesCLG/
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Support for Longford
Farmers

Irish Agriculture received EU
support worth over €1.7 billion
in 2020. In Longford, basic
payments to farmers alone
amounted to over €19.3 million
in 2019, with an average
payment of €8,202 per
recipient.

More 1:

More 2:
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/key-policies/common-agricultural-policy/income-support/basic-payment_en
https://www.teagasc.ie/publications/2020/cap-provides-important-funds-for-irish-farms.php
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Edgeworthstown banks on
a new Enterprise Hub

The Old Ulster Bank building
in the Main Street is to be
redeveloped into an enterprise
hub that will facilitate up to 38
people with short- and long-
term working spaces.

More 1: P
More 2: ‘
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More 3:
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https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/a5bc5-minister-troy-announces-funding-for-an-enterprise-hub-to-be-located-in-the-centre-of-edgeworthstown-in-county-longford/
https://www.longfordcoco.ie/your-council/news/minister-troy-announces-funding-for-an-enterprise-hub-in-edgeworthstown-co-longford.html
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/regional-innovation-monitor/support-measure/ireland/regional-enterprise-development-fund-2017-2020
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Ireland’s first Norman

A 12th-century Norman-era
defensive home could become
Ireland’s next great tourist
destination. The 12th Century
Granard Motte is the remains
of a motte-and-bailey castle
and is the highest motte in
Ireland. The development of a
Norman Heritage Park at this
location was the brainchild of
the local community group and
is supported by EU funding.

More 1:

More 2:
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Motte-and-bailey_castle
https://www.irishcentral.com/travel/norman-home-irelands-tourist-attraction
https://www.longfordcoco.ie/your-council/news/press-releases/press-release-%E2%80%93-rural-regeneration-and-development-fund.html
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Post Covid-19 Vision

Supported by the European
Regional Development Fund
programme a new initiative to
help food and drink producers
become more technically
efficient is helping producers in
Longford. Participants will be
introduced to research facilities
as well as new markets at
home and abroad.

More 1:

More 2:
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https://irl.eu-supply.com/ctm/Supplier/PublicPurchase/158079/0/0?returnUrl=&b
https://www.localenterprise.ie/Longford/Enterprise-Development/Food-Drink%E2%80%93-A-Post-COVID-19-Vision.pdf
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Free WiFi in Longford

Access to free public Wi-Fi is
seen as an enabler for economic
growth and Longford County
Council recently welcomed

the rollout of free public Wi-fi

in Longford, Ballymahon and
Drumlish, thanks to the WiFi4EU
initiative.

More:
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https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/wifi4eu-countries-ireland
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Turning Bread into Beer
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Turning bread into beer
might sound far-fetched but
a small brewery in Longford
developed the idea, with the
technical assistance of the
Irish Manufacturing Research
Technology Centre through an
EU co-funded programme.

More:



https://imr.ie/2020/12/14/symbiobeer-project1-launched-for-christmas-2020/
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Eurolegend Detectives

Ballymahon Vocational School
is one of six schools from the
EU that will showcase their
countries” mythological stories.
The school is taking part in

an Erasmus+ project that is
steeped in European culture and
history.

More:



http://www.ballymahonvs.com/news/school-notes/
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Steps Programme for women in
Longford

Women from Longford can
take advantage of a range of
supports and skills for women
wanting to return to work, return
to education or simply find

a new direction in their lives.
The EU co-founded Women’s
Community Projects in Mullingar
is available to women living in
Longford.

More:
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http://www.womenscommunityprojects.ie/peil-steps/
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Kindred spirits create a
community

Safety is currently seen as one
of the aspects that influences
the quality of living in the EU.
Longford is taking part in a
European project that enable
cities to work together on
developing solutions to common
urban safety challenges. An
innovative community project
‘Longford Nua'’ is underway.

More 1:

More 2:
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https://urbact.eu/urbact-glance
https://urbact.eu/longford-applying-social-innovation
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Longford’s Digital Link

SCHOOLN 1
DIGITALRs
CHAMPION

Longford Women'’s Link is a
partner in a recent Erasmus+
project on digital competences
and skills. The project
addresses the issue of low
digital competences and skills
and is developing training

and educational resources to
advance digital abilities of
adults.

More:
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http://www.lwl.ie/longford-womens-link-a-partner-in-new-erasmus-project-on-digital-skills/
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THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION
REPRESENTATION IN IRELAND

Europe House, 12-14 Mount Street
Lower, Grand Canal Dock,
Dublin DO2 W710
Tel: +353 1 6341111

o Twitter - @eurireland

Instagram - euireland

0 Facebook - EUireland

~*=, | EUROPE DIRECT
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0080067891011 - europedirect.europa.eu
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http://www.euireland.ie 
https://twitter.com/eurireland?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.instagram.com/euireland/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/EUIreland/
http://www.eufunds.ie/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://europa.eu/european-union/contact_en
https://ireland.representation.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://www.wheel.ie/advice-guidance/eu-hub

