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Team EUROPE DIRECT
in Ireland

Team EUROPE DIRECT is a network of independent and inspirational
speakers and moderators, proficient in EU topics and communication,
capable of conveying the activities of the EU to a broad audience
and stimulating public debate about Europe.

Speakers pool of
the European Commission



Gerry ARTHURS

Email:
Gerard.arthurs®@setu.ie

Sarah BOWMAN

Email:
bowman.matson@gmail.com

Gerry Arthurs is an academic and commentator with
nearly 30 years of experience as a Lecturer in
International Relations and Politics. Currently at the
South East Technological University, Waterford, he was
previously in the Department of Law and Government at
Dublin City University and visiting lecturer at NUI
Maynooth and the Irish School of Ecumenics, TCD. He
was a Visiting Scholar at the Institute for European,
Russian and Eurasian Studies at George Washington
University in Washington DC, and a Visiting Lecturer at
Reims Management School, Reims, France, and at
Universidad Loyola Andalucia in Cordoba, Spain.

Gerry is a regular contributor to local radio, on WLRFM,
has appeared on RTE radio, and has written for the Irish
Examiner. He gives regular public talks and seminars
across the South East and serves as Chair of the
adjudicating panel for the annual EU Soapbox
competition run in conjunction with the Europe Direct
and Waterford Libraries. His media contributions range
across EU foreign policy, EU institutional affairs, EU
enlargement, EU-US relations and Brexit, as well as UK
and European national politics, the Middle East, and
geopolitical developments.

Sarah Bowman is an accomplished professional with a
career spanning over two decades, characterized by her
commitment to strategic leadership, community
engagement, impact assessment, and public policy
advocacy. Her extensive track record reflects her
dedication to driving positive change by fostering
collaboration. Sarah joined Blue Zones in 2023 and
serves as their Vice President of Policy Operations and
Development. Among her significant accomplishments,
Sarah held pivotal roles at Trinity College Dublin, Ireland,
between 2014 and 2023, where she served as the
Director of Strategic Engagement and Impact
Assessment within the Office of the Dean of Research.
In this capacity, she led initiatives aimed at promoting
engaged research, facilitating public engagement, and
designing impact assessment. In 2022, Sarah was
selected as a facilitator on Evidence for Policymaking
through the European Commission's Joint Research
Centre. Furthermore, she served as the inaugural
Director of the Health Research Board-Irish Research
Council Ignite Programme at Trinity College, dedicated
to enabling public and patient involvement in health and
social care research. Sarah's expertise extends to
community engagement, where she has achieved
remarkable success, spearheading policy and
implementation efforts in over 1,300 communities
across the United States, Canada, and Ireland. A skilled
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writer and editor, Sarah has collaboratively produced
publications spanning various topics, including
walkability, livability, Complete Streets, engaged
research, and impact assessment, often in close
partnership with prestigious organizations and
government bodies.

Emmy Coffey Nguyen is a sustainability professional,
entrepreneur and athlete from Dublin, Ireland. She
currently serves as Senior Commercial Sustainability
Manager at climate consultancy, ClimatePartner. She is
also founder of early tech start-up, ProudPlanet, and
host of upcoming podcast, What in the World. In 2021,
she was appointed by the Irish Minister of European
Affairs as the Alternate National Citizen Representative
to the Conference on The Future of Europe.

A former Board Director and Deputy Chair of the Africa
Ireland Centre, Emmy has held impactful roles with
Sport Against Racism Ireland and UNICEF. Her
experience also extends to the private sector with
technology company Salesforce, while her international
trade experience is reflected in her role as a former lIrish
representative to the World Trade Centre Association
(WTCA). Ms Coffey Nguyen has a degree in politics and
international relations from University College Dublin
and qualifications from Cambridge’s Institute of
Sustainability Leadership (CISL). She is a regular speaker
Emmy COFFEY NGUYEN on issues related to human rights and climate justice,
with notable contributions made at the United Nations,
European Parliament and OSCE.

Email:
emmy.coffey.ngquyen@gmail.com Twitter: @EmmyCoffeyN

Ruth began her career at the former Department of
Social Welfare before joining the European Commission
in 1990. Moving between Luxembourg, Brussels and
Dublin, Ruth held various roles in social affairs policy
and communications. She was head of media strategy
and services at the European Commission’s
Representation in Ireland and was its press
representative in Ireland.

Now retired from the European Commission, Ruth
continues to fill various voluntary roles in Dublin,
particularly in health and social housing. An experienced
chairperson and moderator, she is also a lively
presenter. See LinkedIn for more. Generalist rather than
specialist, Dublin and commuter counties.

Ruth DEASY
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Tim recently retired from the European Commission
after a career lasting more than 30 years. He last
worked in the Representation in Dublin as Head of
Communication. In Brussels he worked in a number of
positions in the Taxation and Customs Union
Directorate-General, lastly in the VAT unit. Before he
joined the Commission, he worked with the Irish
Revenue Commissioners.

Tim has significant experience in organising and
chairing/moderating events in Ireland and in other
Member States of the European Union. He understands
the workings of the European Commission as well as the
relationship between the EU institutions. Whilst based in
the South, he is available to speak at events nationwide.

Timothy HAYES

Email:
team.europe.ie@gmail.com

Should you wish to book a Team Europe Direct speaker for your event, please send a
request to: roman.zdanov®@ec.europa.eu

All requests should be received at least 10 working days before the beginning of the event
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