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Mairead McGuinness
Commissioner for Financial Services, 
Financial Stability and Capital Markets Union

Dear Resident,

Ireland’s membership of the European 
Union has had a huge impact on our lives: 
from the use of a common currency to 
protecting our environment, from increased 
economic growth to tackling gender 
inequality, and from giving the country 
a stronger voice on the global stage to 
promoting social inclusion. 

Communities, businesses, farmers, schools, 
universities and cultural organisations are 
just some of those who have benefitted 
from EU support across Ireland. 

While we should never lose sight of the 
broader benefits of EU membership in 
terms of peace, prosperity and political 
stability, this report zooms in at a county 
level to illustrate just a few of the stories 
of how the EU has worked with partners to 
deliver positive results on the ground.

In many ways, these stories capture the 
essence of what EU membership means 
to people at a local level across the length 
and breadth of Ireland.

Yours faithfully 

Mairead McGuinness

Commissioner for Financial Services, 
Financial Stability and Capital Markets 
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Environment

Fishing for Litter

Cork Farmer embraces
the Green

Marine waste turning into blue 
circular economy

Studying the environmental 
effects of wave energy

Cork University runs survey 
for offshore renewables 
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Cork Farmer embraces
the Green

WHAT IS EUROPE DOING FOR...

Cork

The loss of biodiversity in 
Ireland over the years has 
been potentially catastrophic, 
causing the deterioration of 
globally important habitats and 
species loss. Currently there are 
no legal obligations to improve 
biodiversity. With EU support, 
Cork farmer, Donal Sheehan, 
was stimulated to look into ways 
of regenerating biodiversity in 
dairying farming.

More:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gv3HRBu9bKo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gv3HRBu9bKo
https://ireland.representation.ec.europa.eu/projects/cork-farmers-take-part-eu-funded-biodiversity-project-european-commission-ireland_en


Fishing for Litter

WHAT IS EUROPE DOING FOR...

Cork

Fishermen in Kinsale, Union 
Hall and Baltimore are making 
a significant difference to sea 
pollution by landing an unusual 
catch. By participating in the 
EU-supported Fishing for Litter 
project, all trawlers in Ireland’s 
main ports are encouraged to 
help clean our seas.

More 1:

More 2:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_BbjsAQsXI8
https://ireland.representation.ec.europa.eu/projects/irish-fishermen-take-part-eu-project-reduce-marine-pollution-european-commission-ireland_en
https://bim.ie/fisheries/sustainability-and-certification/fishing-for-litter/#_
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_BbjsAQsXI8


Marine waste turning into
blue circular economy
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Cork

A new initiative takes collecting 
marine litter a step further and 
is looking at ways of turning 
waste marine plastics into cash 
generating businesses. With 
EU support, fishermen from 
Castletownbere are exploring 
how to turn their litter into 
economic opportunities.  

More:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P8iIfhNnduc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P8iIfhNnduc
https://bluecirculareconomy.eu/recognising-the-importance-of-blue-circular-economy-at-regiostars-awards-2020/


Studying the environmental 
effects of wave energy

WHAT IS EUROPE DOING FOR...

Cork

Researchers in Cork 
University are working to the 
improve knowledge on the 
environmental effects and 
risks of wave energy. With EU 
funding, the project is looking at 
data around devices operating 
at sea and the possible impact 
of larger schemes.

More:

https://www.ucc.ie/en/cppu/research/safewave/


Cork University runs survey for 
offshore renewables sector

WHAT IS EUROPE DOING FOR...

Cork

The EU-backed SELKIE project 
has designed a detailed 
industry survey whose aim is 
to get essential direction on 
the development of offshore 
renewable energy innovation 
systems in Wales and Ireland. 
Cork University is conducting the 
survey in Ireland.

More 1:

More 2:

https://www.offshore-energy.biz/selkie-puts-out-innovation-survey-for-offshore-renewables-sector/?utm_source=marineenergy
https://www.offshore-energy.biz/ireland-opens-e10-million-call-for-energy-research-and-innovation-projects/
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Support for Cork Farmers
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Saving the Hen Harrier
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Support for Cork Farmers

WHAT IS EUROPE DOING FOR...

Cork

Irish Agriculture received 
EU support worth over €1.7 
billion in 2020.  In Cork, 
basic payments to farmers 
alone amounted to almost 
€93 million in 2019, with an 
average payment of €12,097 
per recipient.

More 1:

More 2:

https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/key-policies/common-agricultural-policy/income-support/basic-payment_en
https://www.teagasc.ie/publications/2020/cap-provides-important-funds-for-irish-farms.php


Maximising organic 
production
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An EU supported project in 
Cork is looking at maximising 
horticultural production and 
improving short supply chains 
for Ireland.

More:

https://uploads.knightlab.com/storymapjs/cbaeda2af2bbfca269148e3cab1d01f3/eip-agri-operational-groups-ireland-mf/index.html


Saving the Hen Harrier
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A mountainous range in west 
Cork has become a new 
haven for the Hen Harrier and 
has been designated as a 
Special Protected Area. The 
Mullaghanish to Musheramore 
Mountains Special Protected 
Area covers a substantial 
part of the Boggeragh/ 
Derrynasaggart Mountains. 

More 1:

More 2:

http://www.henharrierproject.ie/programme.html
http://www.henharrierproject.ie/about.html


Research and Innovation

Combating Energy Poverty

Discovering European
Research Night

Cork University investigates 
Irish and Armenian Christianity

Tyndall Institute secures 
funding at three times the

EU average
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Tyndall Institute secures funding 
at three times the EU average

WHAT IS EUROPE DOING FOR...

Cork

The Tyndall National Institute 
in Cork has become one of the 
most successful institutes in 
Ireland for European funding 
after securing more than 100 
Horizon 2020 awards, totalling 
over €56 million.  

More:

https://www.irishexaminer.com/business/economy/arid-40080647.html


Combating Energy Poverty
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Cork

Adequate warmth, cooling 
and lighting and the energy 
to power appliances are 
essential in a home. With 
EU funding, researchers in 
University College Cork are 
spearheading a project that 
that will work with energy 
poor households to improve 
their energy efficiency with 
low-cost measures.

More:

https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/894759


Discovering European 
Research Night
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Anyone interested in learning 
about the work of scientists had 
an opportunity in November 
2020 to meet researchers 
virtually. Created by the EU, the 
event showcased the diversity 
of science and its impact on 
citizens’ daily lives. It aimed to 
stimulate an interest among 
young people in research 
careers. 

More 1:

More 2:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bP4juAJBElQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bP4juAJBElQ
https://www.siliconrepublic.com/innovation/irish-events-european-researchers-night-2020
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/955330


Cork University investigates Irish 
and Armenian Christianity
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Cork

With EU support, a project 
investigating early Armenian 
and Irish Christian identities (the 
easternmost and westernmost 
borders of Christendom) is 
underway in Cork University.  

More:

https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/895654


Crossing the Lee and all its T’s

Massive development at
Cork Harbour

Cork City Council and its 
European Partners

Urban Development
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Crossing the Lee and
all it’s T’s

WHAT IS EUROPE DOING FOR...

Cork

With EU funding, a new bridge 
crossing the River Lee in Cork is 
providing a safe and attractive 
passage for pedestrians and 
cyclists, helping to make the city 
more liveable.

More:

https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/projects/Ireland/mary-elmes-bridge-across-the-river-lee-in-cork-benefits-pedestrians-and-cyclists


Massive development
at Cork Harbour

WHAT IS EUROPE DOING FOR...

Cork

As Ireland rapidly develops more 
routes to connect us to Europe, 
harbours in Cork have become 
more important. The European 
Investment Bank supported 
the development of the new 
Cork Container Terminal in 
Ringaskiddy.

More:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c1ymeZwNMEY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c1ymeZwNMEY
https://www.eib.org/en/press/all/2018-156-eib-backs-eur80m-port-of-cork-container-terminal-development


Cork City Council and its 
European Partners

WHAT IS EUROPE DOING FOR...

Cork

Cork City Council is engaged as 
a partner in several European 
Funded Projects. These projects 
help to accelerate social and 
economic innovation activities, 
enhancing Cork in a sustainable 
way.

More:

https://www.corkcity.ie/en/doing-business-in-cork/european-projects/


Culture

Creating a safe and 
supportive space for artists

European support for Cork 
Midsummer Festival
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Creating a safe and
supportive space for artists

WHAT IS EUROPE DOING FOR...

Cork

A niche print company in Cork 
is working with similar studios 
across Europe to facilitate 
artists who have experienced 
displacement. Cork Printmakers 
fine art printmaking studio is an 
artists’ haven.

More 1:

More 2:

https://www.creativeeuropeireland.eu/culture/news/cork-printmakers-in-from-the-margins-project
https://corkprintmakers.ie/About


European support for Cork 
Midsummer Festival

WHAT IS EUROPE DOING FOR...

Cork

The annual Cork Midsummer 
Festival uses Cork city as its 
backdrop and inspiration. EU-
backed Cork Midsummer Festival 
and Springboard (a community 
based family project that strives 
to ensure positive outcomes for 
children) are offering an Artist in 
Residency and Creative Enquiry 
with Traveller children and their 
families.

More:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ciqskOlGMs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ciqskOlGMs
https://www.creativeeuropeireland.eu/culture/news/watch-our-festivals-artists-webinar-with-cork-midsummer-festival
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THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION
REPRESENTATION IN IRELAND

Europe House, 12-14 Mount Street
Lower, Grand Canal Dock,

Dublin D02 W710
Tel: +353 1 6341111

Website:
www.euireland.ie

Twitter - @eurireland

Instagram - euireland

Facebook – EUIreland

EU funds, Irish Government website

EU funding opportunities

EU Funding and Tenders Portal

http://www.euireland.ie 
https://twitter.com/eurireland?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.instagram.com/euireland/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/EUIreland/
mailto:eu-ie-info-request%40ec.europa.eu%0D?subject=
http://www.eufunds.ie/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://europa.eu/european-union/contact_en
https://ireland.representation.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://www.wheel.ie/advice-guidance/eu-hub

